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Hr. Eiehard iiellan A/4/76 

14 E, 60 St op 

liaw York, 3.Y. 10022 

Dear Dickj 

f 

As X believe I wrote you when 2 heard no thing from you after your lunch with 
Bair 3/t9 I assumed that ho was uareceptiv® to i ha idea of a settlement or the 
question did not cone up. 

Th©rc hare teen three waeks in which Bender, to whoa Bair turned this and m 
cwr, has bean silent* two weeks from today I'll he leaving for u em York* $o, my 
purposes* in the attached letter to Bender are to ask him to make it possible for 
us to have a aic«JiingfuJ. discussion whan X a s there and to remind him that while his 
records are deficient X do hare proofs and can establish damages. He has am know- 
ledge of this, althcu^ he initially may not have v^ren if his aaxae is on ao^o of the 
records he did not recall). could have forgotten* But he admitted there w&s a 
purchase aereeoont on qy edition and that tba kinds of provisions of which X told him 
were obviously essential to any a greem ent at all* liko who, having Just r_- printed, 
would hare reprinted again, paying double-tisav for weekend work, to deliver 8,000 
co]0des beginning the ^^ondsy after the Friday &£rccnmt without ^ell having a plan 
to use these bocks before Its own edition case out and without what Ms own writing 
establishes in part, protection of by Bell on cy costs* (Thair records show the 
estimate not the actual figure* The printing cost of the first printing was, not counting 
such things as negatives, about 50g a book* But with increases in eostts and ths double- 
time weekend labor cost that one was, in £y life's recollection* 60d)) They were to 
indemnify mu against all manufacturing coats and to take care of all returns c&uaed by 
th-lr edition and these were src&t. In fact, however, except for the handling casts I 
have now sold all but the damaged copies except for these so badly damaged X took thm 
to the Junk yard. I have records on those and Bell compensated nc for nothing. Without 
tiiese lo-'-eea froa damaged books we are talking about more than #3,500 in mnufact uidng 
costs alone® 

Calling their records chaotic is an understatement. They are plain crooked. U obody 
can do business tiiat way* It appears to me that o ne of two things lian to have happened! 
they were determined to pay no no acre than the 6# they offered aai I would not accept 
or they wore reached. 

’So, X as hopefull of a reasonable out-of-court settlesEfeat and I think your 
©u^gostion is fair to both of us. X hare no doubt I can sue for much more that £2551000, 
prove in darageo and ©how whft X think they would net wait shown, crookedness. 

Your suggestion that staying with you would be more convenient and less costly 
than a hotel worked out that way* If it is no inconvenience for Jill ar*d the boys X*d 
li^e to do it ®gsia on tte 18th. 1*4 probably return after the speech on the 21 Tt. If 
you are not busy with Iiorr«^-lii£e business then perhaps we can ta;k j&ore about the now 
boak a ©van meat with your friend, at Warner or anyone else you say think of* Bet no 
bri r& you op to date on that. 

I hare Just returned fros an implanaed trip to Keophis, If X had not ted an 
sarly-moradng medical appointment in ffcahingtoa* tomorrow I'd hare stayed th€^ti:xough 
to&sy # jlgsatog Offered to pay ths octal bill for the added two days. I f d have liked to 
stay because, as I've been telling you, there Is a nev and considerable black interest* 
Blacks arc asking a big thing of this rmiTOrgaay of the King examination. They had 
a scries of marches beginning yesterday* with the larger o no for today, with all the 
top black national leaders included. The younger end the more militant and the more 
conservative arc all involved* Gno former r^seter of the radical Invade ro , who eatised 
*■ s violence under Js oorer , s prodding, had sis reEGrretions of roosts in ift© Lorraine 
for Ms Wa^hiEi;rfccn friends only* 
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^though I was in rtophic for two days only* I did pick up ©o&e natf sad very 
©pod information I’ll havs to add to what been retyped* tlia fir&t chapter* it 

puts Hoover in the old? traditional Isbor^-apy role* The violence ho caused and^d a 
peaceful settlement that waa all hut signed* Kor^ than just loading to King* a death* 

Thffiro are rumors of a to-be-aiinouaced official not ? investigation* The recci*- 
jsend&tion to Lot! by the Civil i tights Division was reprotedly completed before It mm 
leaked to the Washington Poet* which printed it 10 days ago* That It will bo* if 
agree d to* still another jrfhitewaah* improvers the? import znco and possibilitiea of the 
new book* I think* 

Juat before I left I heard from the National Enquirer on other stories* They 
vi ere sending my oldest friend there to spend several days going over story possihilitias 
y±th me. tfhilo 2 was away X heard from another man there* also a frigid, ^ has s^^yrat© 
interests* Both are to be here this week* If this happens I*il tove no time far more 
writing this week* 

But the retyping is continuing* I f ve not chocked on. how much wu^ done in ny 
absence* 2 think the present arrangmeat will continue for the two ra^aining weeks 
cf the tax season* after which this woman friend will ha able to work mere. X have 
aXoo taken steps to get another typewriter so tliat whan her taz work is over m.d she 
has rested sy wife om help with the retyping* 

Slowly as the retyping Is going it sliculd be completed before I can complete 
tin?, draft* C&vll High t 3 was* by promise in court on the 26th* to have delivered its 
records by now* *t basnet* Other compliance was set by tho judge to be completed by 
fay 5* It will n£ver be full ccraplianc© but T f U not be able to complete the draft 
until I have whatever they do provide! I do expect to be able to work more toward it* 

Sufficient mi to that day is the evil of Playboy. *t appears but is la so than 
certain that they eugi neersd a doublecroas to frustrate my filing an injunction* I 
had a belated call from their lawyer* one Leonard i&bin* ou tfofe 24th* He promised to 
call me back after I explained the problems to him and told bin that without meaning 
ful assurances I would have to file. Instead of hi & calling back the Editor to nthom I 
had addressed all the unanswered earlier letters did* d© assured nse not to worry* that 
the changes X^ri asked for had made* I asked for galleys ann he mX& it was too 
late* they were locking: up in 2D ^indtee« But the next day* instead of asking me* 
they checked with two others neither of whom could supply answers on els^tental/x^x^ 
msstlon & of faet*D$* the assmnmca that it was too late to s end galleys on Monday 
the29ih is proven false by questions asked of others on the 30 th* *uad ( of course* 
if tiiey were raa iy to lock up ora th3 29th ths corrections had to have been made reach 
earlier and they could have sent galleys X could have pe^d prior to tho 29th* They 
could have seat c&py xeroxes prior to ©alleys* I* ve added to t h& written record but 
have not buraened you with carbons* Once ttoy^§55*e me ary aoi-orances I had no siiane# 
with ail injunction lacking any proof of deception* 

lour Channel *7 is airing a show 1 taped with "ea Payne today* K'esa&ay is to have 
a story also* X don # t know what else there will be on King but I'm certain it vill be 
mora than at arty tl&e since the evwfe* Hbrtta&sy^s story will go to 200 papers* 




Boat to all* 



